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• From January 2015 to November 2022:

❖ The unemployment rate in DC decreased by 2.8 percentage points from 7.4% to 4.6%;

❖ Unemployment rate in Ward 7 and Ward 8 decreased by 5.6 percentage points (12.9% to 7.3%) and 6.8

percentage points (16.1% to 9.3%) respectively;

❖ Total number of DC residents that are employed increased by 2,000;

❖ Total number of jobs in DC increased by 30,100;

❖ Initial monthly unemployment insurance benefits claimants decreased by 32%;

❖ Total number of unemployed DC residents decreased by 10,900 people;

❖ The average weekly median duration of unemployment for Black and African American decreased by 13.0

weeks;

❖ The private sector total number of payroll jobs in the District increased by 33,300 jobs (6.5% increase);

❖ Professional and Business Services has the highest employment increase among industries with employment 

increased by 19,100;

❖ The highest in-demand occupation is Software Developers with an average monthly opening of 1,239 jobs;

❖ The highest in-demand occupation requiring less than a bachelor’s degree is Sales Representatives, Wholesale 

and Manufacturing with an average monthly opening of 486 jobs. 

Highlights
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Unemployment Rate by Ward: November 2022



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

8

748,100
778,200

30,100

512,300

545,600

33,300

-55,000

45,000

145,000

245,000

345,000

445,000

545,000

645,000

745,000

845,000

Jan-15 Nov-22 Difference (Jan-15 - Nov-22)

Total Number of Jobs and Total Private Sector Jobs in DC (Jan. 2015 - Nov. 2022)

Total Number of Jobs in D.C. Total Private Sector Jobs in D.C.



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

9

748

775
782

784 790
794

795
799

805

800

739

736

747

764

754
758 760

766
762

764

779

763
769

774 778

512

535
540 543

552 555
558 561 565 561

497
493

505

523
515 519

521 529 526 529
534 532 536

541 546

400

450

500

550

600

650

700

670

690

710

730

750

770

790

810

830

P
riv

ate S
ecto

r E
m

p
lo

y
m

en
t

T
o

tal E
m

p
lo

y
m

en
t

Total Employment and Private Sector in D.C. (Jan. 2015 - Nov. 22) (In Thousands)

COVID Total Employment (in Thousand) Total Private Sector Employment (in Thousand)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

10

385.7

388.0

391.9

394.5

398.7

393.9
394.8

396.6 396.6

400.8

404.2

403.0

380.9
380.5

383.4

384.3

385.3

384.8
385.3

385.6
386.4

386.3

385.7 385.0

382.2

380.2

376.7

360.0

365.0

370.0

375.0

380.0

385.0

390.0

395.0

400.0

405.0

410.0

The District's Labor Force (Jan. 2015- Nov.22) (In Thousands)  



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

11

357.3

361.1

366.4

370.3

373.6

369.7

371.6

374.5
373.5

379.6

383.5

380.7

347.3

352.0

355.7

360.8
361.0

361.5
362.3

363.4
364.5

365.1

365.8 365.2

364.1

362.0

359.3

340.0

345.0

350.0

355.0

360.0

365.0

370.0

375.0

380.0

385.0

390.0

Employed DC Residents(Jan. 2015- Nov.22) (In Thousands)  



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

12

12.8
11.1

-1.7

42.5

29.5

-13.0

19.5

10.5

-9.0

28.5

21.4

-7.1

-24

-14

-4

6

16

26

36

46

Jan-15 Nov-22 Difference

Median Duration of Unemployment (in weeks) (Jan. 2015 - Nov. 2022)

White Black Hispanic All Races



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

13

+19,100

+5,100 +4,900

+3,000
+2,000

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

Professional and Business

Services

Educational and Health

Services

Other Services Information Leisure and Hospitality

Top 5 Industries with Highest Employment Increase (Jan.2015 – Nov. 2022)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

14

52,221

59,286

7,065

28,400

17,500

-10,900

Jan-15

Nov-22

Difference

Job Openings vs. Number of Unemployed DC Residents (Jan. 2015 - Nov. 2022)

Number Unemployed in D.C. Number of Job Openings (Advertised Jobs)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

15

1,239

929 893

772
683

$129,010

$150,890

$126,610

$107,140

$95,220

$0

$20,000

$40,000

$60,000

$80,000

$100,000

$120,000

$140,000

$160,000

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

Software Developers Managers, All Other Computer Occupations,

All Other

Management Analysts Registered Nurses

A
n

n
u

al
 M

ed
ia

n
 W

ag
es

Jo
b

 O
p

en
in

g
s

Top 5 Job Openings: January 2020 - November 2022 (Average Monthly Unique Job Postings)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

16

486

415 409

230
201

$61,380

$47,880

$77,240

$95,090

$47,260

$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

$70,000

$80,000

$90,000

$100,000

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Sales Representatives,

Wholesale and

Manufacturing, Except

Technical and Scientific

Products

Secretaries and

Administrative Assistants,

Except Legal, Medical,

and Executive

Computer User Support

Specialists

Web Developers Customer Service

Representatives

A
n

n
u

al
 M

ed
ia

n
 W

ag
es

Jo
b

 O
p

en
in

g
s

Top 5 Job Openings Requiring Less Than Bachelor's Degree: January 2020 - November 2022 (Avg 

Monthly Unique Job Postings)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

17

This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of 

Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The product was created by the 

recipient and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of 

Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances 

of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any 

information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the 
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• Opeyemi Fasakin, Labor Economist

• Thomas Tsegaye, Labor Economist

• Data Request: app.smartsheet.com/b/form/6558fe3e5bee43ceb0238229b0c61224

• Email: lmi.does@dc.gov

• Phone: (202) 671-1633

• Website: www.does.dc.gov

• http://does.dc.gov/page/labor-statistics

Contact Information
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